
Most Likely Score 

A "most likely score" is the score a player must post for handicap purposes if a hole is started but not 
completed or if the player is conceded a stroke. The most likely score consists of the number of strokes 
already taken plus, in the player's best judgment, the number of strokes the player would take to complete 
the hole from that position more than half the time. This number may not exceed the player's Equitable 
Stroke Control limit. (See Section 4-3.) 

 

4-1. Unfinished Holes and Conceded Strokes 

A player who starts, but does not complete a hole or is conceded a stroke must record for handicap 
purposes the most likely score. The most likely score may not exceed the player's Equitable Stroke 
Control limit, defined in Section 4-3. This most likely score should be preceded by an "X." (See 
Decision 4-1/1.) 

There is no limit to the number of unfinished holes a player may have in a round, provided that failure to 
finish is not for the purpose of handicap manipulation. 

Example 1: A and B are partners in a four-ball stroke play competition. On a hole on which neither player 
receives a handicap stroke, A lies two, 18 feet from the hole. B lies two, 25 feet from the hole. B holes a putt 
for a 3. A picks up on the hole, because A cannot better B's score. A records X-4 on the scorecard because 
4 is A's most likely score. 

Example 2: A and B are playing a match. On a hole on which neither player receives a handicap stroke, A 
has holed out in 4; B has a 30-foot putt for a 5. B has lost the hole, and picks up. B records X-6 on the 
scorecard because 6 is B's most likely score. 

Example 3: A and B are playing a match. On a hole on which neither player receives a handicap stroke, A is 
one foot from the hole, lying 4. B is 10 feet from the hole, lying 3. B putts and misses. They both concede a 
half. Both players record X-5 because that is their most likely score. 
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